On the Cross: Forgiveness
Pastor James McDonald
Oyhe Chipes March 14, 2021 - Week 7

GROUP LEADER INFO:

e Open in prayer

¢ Have a time of fellowship

e Make sure to take attendance

* Please pass along any prayer requests to your group Coach (Pastor) that they should know
about

TEACHING/DIALOGUE:

SERMON NOTES:

Luke 23: 33 - 43 NLT

33 When they came to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals
were also crucified—one on his right and one on his left.

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers
gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.

35 The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him save
himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers mocked him, too, by
offering him a drink of sour wine. 37 They called out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” 38 A sign was fastened above him with these words: “This is the King of the Jews.” 39
One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by
saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at it!”

40 But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to
die? 41 We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done anything wrong.” 42 Then he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.”

43 And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
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Mark 2: 1- 5 NLT

When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news spread quickly that he was back
home. 2 Soon the house where he was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no
more room, even outside the door. While he was preaching God’s word to them, 3 four men
arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a mat. 4 They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the
crowd, so they dug a hole through the roof above his head. Then they lowered the man on his
mat, right down in front of Jesus. 5 Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child,
your sins are forgiven.”

2 Corinthians 3:7-17 NLT

7 The old way, with laws etched in stone, led to death, though it began with such glory that the
people of Israel could not bear to look at Moses’ face. For his face shone with the glory of God,
even though the brightness was already fading away.

8 Shouldn’t we expect far greater glory under the new way, now that the Holy Spirit is giving life?
9 If the old way, which brings condemnation, was glorious, how much more glorious is the new
way, which makes us right with God! 10 In fact, that first glory was not glorious at all compared
with the overwhelming glory of the new way. 11 So if the old way, which has been replaced, was
glorious, how much more glorious is the new, which remains forever!

12 Since this new way gives us such confidence, we can be very bold.

13 We are not like Moses, who put a veil over his face so the people of Israel would not see the
glory, even though it was destined to fade away. 14 But the people’s minds were hardened, and
to this day whenever the old covenant is being read, the same veil covers their minds so they
cannot understand the truth. And this veil can be removed only by believing in Christ. 15 Yes,
even today when they read Moses’ writings, their hearts are covered with that veil, and they do
not understand.

16 But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 For the Lord is the Spirit,
and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have had that veil
removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us
more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.

Romans 8: 1-4 NLT

So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you
belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads
to death. 3 The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of our sinful nature.
So God did what the law could not do. He sent his own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners
have. And in that body God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a sacrifice
for our sins. 4 He did this so that the just requirement of the law would be fully satisfied for us,
who no longer follow our sinful nature but instead follow the Spirit

Luke 7:36-48 — NLT

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so Jesus went to his home and sat
down to eat. 37 When a certain immoral woman from that city heard he was eating there, she
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brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume. 38 Then she knelt behind him at
his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair. Then she kept
kissing his feet and putting perfume on them

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a
prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!”40 Then Jesus
answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have something to say to you.”

“Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied.

41 Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver to
one and 50 pieces to the other. 42 But neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave
them both, canceling their debts. Who do you suppose loved him more after that?”

43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt.”

“That’s right,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Look at this
woman kneeling here. When | entered your home, you didn’t offer me water to wash the dust
from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You
didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time | first came in, she has not stopped kissing my feet.
46 You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet with
rare perfume.

47 “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much
love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” 48 Then Jesus said to the woman,
“Your sins are forgiven.”

1John 1:9-10 NLT
9 But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us

from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing
that his word has no place in our hearts.

QUESTIONS:
1. Do you have a hard time getting wrapped up in the law instead of Jesus?

2. Do you pursue forgiveness/repentance as much as you do other things with Jesus (i.e.
financial needs, health needs, etc.)

PRAYER

Close your group in prayer. Ask if anyone needs prayer specifically. Continue to pray for
one another throughout the week.
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